SPOTLIGHT ON THE NEWS -r^ P 

Venezuelans Will Vote Today 


Election Campaign' Has 
Been Uninhibited 


By GEORGE ARFELD 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP)— 
A free and uninhibited cam- 
paign for the Venezuelan presi- 
dency came to an end Satur- 
day. It was a contrast to the 
Kind of military rule Venezuela 
once had, and to the conditions 
that prevail in several South 
American countries today. 

About 4.1 million voters, more 
than half of therh under age 
30, will flock to the polls Sun- 
day to c^st their compulsory 
vote for a new president and 
Congress. 

Impartial observers predict 
a tight finish among the four 
leading contenders, who, seem- 
ingly out of a lack of issues, 
have concentrated on a grab- 
bag of promises. They are: 
Gonzalo Barrios, 68, a bache- 
lor political professional who is 
the candidate of the r uling Ac- 
cion Democratica party-AD. 

Miguel Angel Burelli Rivas, 
46, a former college professor 
who gave up a diplomatic ca- 
reer to accept the candidacy of- 
fered by a melange dominated 
by three parties, each individ- 
ually too weak to field its own 
candidate. - 

Rafael Caldera, a smooth- 
talking lawyer, who at 52 is 
for the fourth time seeking the 
presidency as head of the So- 
cial-Christian party. 

Luis Beltran Prieto, 65. the 
popular former president of AD 
who set up his own “people’s 
electoral movement” when the 
party pros denied him the pres- 1 
idential candidacy. j 

The current president, Raul 
Leoni, is constitutionally barred 
from succeeding himself. 
COUNTRY PROSPERING 
The election comes at a time 
when Venezuela is prospering 
from huge petroleum export 
revenues. Ambitious public 
works and industrialization pro- 
grams have done much to keep 
material issues from creeping 
into the campaign. 

Caldera, a politician’s politi- 
cian, perhaps has sought hard- 
est to differentiate himself from 
^ rivals by running on anl 


“it’s time for a change” slo- 
gan. 

On the other hand, Barrios 
backed by a rich and powerful 
[party machine, made inroads 
into the burgeoning middle class 
by promising “five more years 
of confidOTce” and more of the 
same things that have made 
[Venezuela the economic and fi- 
nancial leader in South Amer 
ica. 

PERSONAL CHARM 
Prieto has the advantage of 
being the candidate with the 
most personal charm. He be- 
gan as a teacher and empha- 
sizes his humble, Negro back- 
[ ground and honest political ca- 
reer. He is hampered by a rel- 
lative shortage of funds but, in 
the eyes of many, even more 
hy the tacit support he is re- 
[ceiving from the Communists, 
sought nor rejected. Ironically, 
Pri^o once asked the Supreme 
^ourt to certify he was not a 
Communist. His petition was 
granted. 

His party has cut into AD 
strongholds, although how far 
will not be known until final 
results are published. 

Burelh Rivas has become at- 
tractive to the independent vot- 
er because he is a freshman 
in politics, untainted by previ- 
ous campaigns. His lack of per- 
sonal appeal is somewhat marie 
up by his attractive and viva- 
cious wife Maria. 

WIN WOULD BE UPSET 

A Burelli victory would be' 
an upset, inasmuch as it would 
be a repudiation of the political 
esiablisiiment, even though the 
[three parties that picked him 
are not beyond popular criti- 
cism. 

Parallel to its impressive, oil- 
ted economic growth Venezuela 
has matured politically. Only 10 
yprs ago it junked dictator 
Marcos Perez Jimenez, the last 
of a series of military caudil- 
los who had ruled the country 
since independence in the 19th 
century. Perez Jimenez, free 
after a long period of detention, 

,is running for the Senate from 
his comfortable home in Ma- 
drid, where he lives in self-ex- 
ile.- 

Despite 10 years of democrat- 
ic, representative rule, the per- 
[ennial Latin American hobgob- 


lin — the armed forces— still 
loom in the minds of many pol- 
iticians who fear intervention! 
should “something” go wrong 
Leading military figures from 
the defense minister down, 
voice assurance they will re- 
spect the outcome of the elec- 
tion. 

If they honor their pledge— 
Md there are no indications 
they will not — they -will keep 
Venezuela from joining the 
©rowing ranks of South Ameri- 
can nations ruled by the mili- 
|tary: Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, 
Paraguay and Peru. This 
leaves Chile, Colombia, Uru- 
guay and Venezuela as the only 
Latin countries on the continent 
with freely elected govern 
ments. 



